Sirs,
In reply to Dr. J. Douglas Robertson' s letter may I say that if he will re-read my paper dispassionately he will find that I have not stated that' a lowering of the serum calcium in thyrotoxicosis is unlikely,' but that nis theory of thyroid secretion lowering the renal threshold for calcium ' requires substantiation.' In his paper in the Lancet in 1942, Dr. Robertson himself admitted that there was no unanimity of opinion about the level of the serum calcium in thyrotoxicosis and quoted Aub et al. (1929) and McCullagh (1928) as of the opinion that serum calcium was not lowered in thyrotoxicosis. Albright, Bauer and Aub (1931) state that the thyroid hormone has no definite effect on serum calcium and go so far as to say that the thyroid probably does not affect the calcium threshold. McCullagh (1928) and Rabinowitch (1924) found that the serum calcium fell after thyroidectomy, though the latter does suggest that this may be due to parathyroid trauma. McCullagh quotes Herzfeld and Neuberger (1875) 
